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Our aim
As part of Bay Education Trust, Kings Ash Academy aims to provide the highest quality educational experience for all
groups of learners from age 2-11 during their early and primary years in education. This begins with secure
foundations in English and mathematics and personal development.
Our curriculum is designed to be engaging, purposeful and relevant to the interests and needs of the Kings Ash
community while building children’s cultural capital. Through a coherently planned and sequenced curriculum
children build what they know and can do with increasing fluency and independence. It focuses on developing
children’s understanding of real issues; raising self belief, aspiration and ambition in order to prepare children for
the next stage of their education and beyond.

The Big Ideas
The curriculum in years 1-6 is organised into blocks which focus on one of The Big Ideas: Identity & Culture; Conflict
& Resolution; Environment & Sustainability; Health & Wellness; Technology & Innovation. The Big Ideas repeat each
year in order for children to develop a deep understanding of the key concepts and knowledge which will prepare
them for life as a global citizen. Typically, children learn about themselves and their local environment before
extending their knowledge and understanding of the world through learning about others, the past, far away places
and global issues.
Each Big Idea starts with an Essential Question which focuses the learning and a Call to Action-giving children the
opportunity to create a legacy and impact on the world around them and empower them to develop into positive
citizens of the future.
The Essential Questions can change each year in response to real events and therefore remain relevant to all
learners throughout their time at Kings Ash Academy.
EYFS
Our high expectations of learning starts in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) where children can start with us
from two years old. Play based learning is at the heart of our practise and children will have access to our high
quality provision linked to their core text and children’s interests. We use the Early Excellence Assessment tracker to
track each child's individual developmental journey and we plan activities to match each child’s needs. Children
start Read Write Inc phonics when they are ready and continue this into Key Stage One (KS1) and Key Stage Two (KS2)
if needed. Adults will lead sessions for maths and any other areas of learning as planned by the teachers/room
leaders.
Key Stage 1
Personal and social development remain a core focus of the curriculum as children move into Key Stage 1 where
more formal learning is also introduced over time and National Curriculum subjects are introduced. Speech and
language development, early reading, writing and mathematics are essential tools that children need to access the
wider curriculum and set them up for future learning.

In year 1, children have access to continuous provision providing a seamless link from Reception. As they move
through the year, lessons move to a more formal style in readiness for year 2.
Children will continue to have a daily phonics lesson following the Read, Write, Inc. programme and apply these
skills in their reading and writing including an early focus on the importance of accurate spelling. Writing is taught
through teaching sequences linked to quality texts including the key elements of punctuation and grammar. Maths
is taught daily using a range of resources such as Power Maths, NCETM and White Rose Hub.
Science, History, Geography, Religious Education, Computing, Art & Design, Design & Technology, Personal Social
Health Education and Relationships and Sex Education are taught either through the Big Ideas or as discrete lessons
where needed. Children will also be introduced to the idea of modern foreign languages through relevant
curriculum links. Eg learning greetings in languages from around the UK.
Music and Physical Education are taught by specialist teachers ensuring quality provision for all.
Key Stage 2
As children continue their journey into Key Stage 2, the curriculum continues to be organised around the Big Ideas.
Reading activities take place daily and some children may continue to access phonic lessons to ensure they develop
into fluent, confident readers. Spelling is a key learning focus with children following the No-Nonsense Spelling
programme alongside an increasing focus on technical aspects of grammar. Writing skills continue to develop
through teaching sequences to enable children to communicate their ideas effectively in an increasingly wide range
of genres.
Daily maths lessons take place continuing to use a range of resources such as Power Maths, NCETM and White Rose
Hub alongside fluency sessions supported by the No Nonsense Number programme.
Children continue to study the full range of subjects introduced at Key Stage 1 predominantly through the Big Ideas
although some areas may be taught discretely.
From year 4, children are introduced to French as a modern foreign language to study for their last three years of
primary school. High quality specialist PE and music lessons continue weekly for all classes.
As children come to the end of their time in primary school, they prepare for national tests and begin the important
transition to secondary school.
National Curriculum Subjects
Speaking & Listening
Speaking and listening begins in EYFS where children are introduced to new vocabulary through stories, provision,
nursery rhymes and a rich range of experiences. They are given opportunities to speak to peers, adults, in groups
and to all Nursery or Reception children.
Speech and Language interventions take place as soon as a need is identified. We work closely with the Speech and
Language team to ensure high quality interventions are in place from the 2 year old nursery across the EYFS and the
wider school. Children access 1:1 programs: listening and attention, Talk Boost, Babbling Babies, attention builders
and a range of other interventions daily to ensure needs are met.
As children progress throughout the school, they are given the opportunities to speak in a range of contexts and for
different purposes to inform, persuade and entertain.

Reading
Teaching children to read accurately, fluently and with enjoyment is central to providing a quality and successful
education. When developmentally ready, children begin the Read, Write, Inc. synthetics phonics scheme. At the end
of year 1, children take the national phonics screening check to check their progress; reading a series of decodable
real and nonsense words. Children are provided with phonetically decodable books matched to their Read, Write,
Inc. level to take home and read. As children progress, they will also take home a colour banded reading book to
expand their reading experience.
Once children are ready to move on from phonics teaching, they take part in daily reading activities in their class
supported by the Babcock Re-think Reading materials, comprehension activities and independent reading tasks.
As children progress to becoming fluent, confident, independent readers, they join the Accelerated Reader scheme
choosing books from a graded collection in the school library and completing a comprehension quiz online after
reading.
From nursery, children are introduced to quality stories and poems as recommended by Pie Corbett’s reading spine.
Children from nursery to year 2 are provided with quality books from the reading spine to take home and enjoy with
parents and carers.
Classrooms are well stocked with carefully chosen texts to introduce children to poetry and stories, non-fiction texts
related to wider curriculum learning and texts designed to inspire wider reading around the Big Ideas and
phonetically decodable books as appropriate. This stock of books is rotated through the year to inspire and excite
readers and support learning.
Children requiring additional support to learn to read confidently and fluently will have additional 1-1 or small
group interventions. For children in year 5 & 6, the Fresh Start reading programme is in place to support reading
development for older children with texts suitable for their age and interest level.
Writing
At Kings Ash Academy, we work with consultants from Babcock Learning Development Partnership to develop
teaching sequences following the three step approach of Learning About a Text, Practising Writing and Independent
Application. Children are inspired by the quality texts they study and focus on understanding how writers create the
effect and impact on the reader before developing their own writing in the same style.
Writing outcomes are linked to the Big Idea in order to give a real purpose for writing.
Children are supported in the early years to form letters in a printed style. As they progress into year 1, they are
introduced to entry strokes to each letter as a precursor to developing a fluent joined handwriting style.
Handwriting is practised throughout the week and guidelines are used to support children in developing correct
letter sizing, ascenders and descenders.
Children use these phonic knowledge to spell words and this is taught during daily Read, Write, Inc. sessions. From
year 2 onwards, the Babcock No Nonsense Spelling programme is used to teach the objectives set out in the
National Curriculum.
Maths
At Kings Ash Academy we recognise the importance of mathematics as an essential and critical skill to everyday life
as well as underpinning knowledge and understanding across other areas of the curriculum. The understanding of
mathematics starts in the early years where children practise their skills of cardinality and counting to 5 and then
10 and early Shape Space and Measure in small groups with adults and through provision. As children move into
Reception classes, they begin to explore mathematics in short whole class inputs and then through learning
opportunities within their continuous provision. A carefully planned progression of skills and knowledge based on

the NCETM framework for EYFS is followed with a focus on developing mathematical understanding through
concrete resources, pictorial representations and finally into the numerical abstract.
Throughout Key Stage One and Two, daily maths lessons take place using a range of resources such as Power Maths,
NCETM and White Rose Hub alongside fluency sessions supported by the Babcock No Nonsense Number
programme. Online resources, My Maths and Times Table Rock Stars are used to support learning in school and at
home.
Lessons are structured using a small steps approach to build understanding through the lesson with opportunities
built in for children to tackle problems of increasing complexity and demonstrate understanding at a mastery with
greater depth level.
At the start of a maths block, children’s prior knowledge and understanding is checked through an elicitation task.
At the end of a unit, children’s progress is checked through an end of unit assessment.
Children’s knowledge and understanding is checked termly using the PUMA standardised maths papers. Gaps in
understanding are identified and interventions planned to catch children up.
Opportunities to use and apply mathematical skills in other curriculum areas are planned for.
Science
At Kings Ash Academy we are proud to have been awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark in 2019 which
recognises the school’s commitment to providing high quality CPD to teachers in order to ensure children receive the
very best science education. As members of the OGDEN Trust, we receive and coordinate funding for three schools to
provide experiences beyond the curriculum and create a sense of awe and wonder. The OGDEN Trust also provides
access to support, resources and funding to further develop the science curriculum.
As members of the Association of Science Education, we have access to a wide range of resources to support the
planning and delivery of quality science lessons with a clear focus on the development of science skills and
knowledge. Explorify video resources are used to introduce children to science concepts that would not be possible
to experience in the classroom and encourage scientific thinking alongside concept cartoons to elicit discussion and
prior knowledge at the start of a sequence of learning or lesson.
We are fortunate to have a world class zoo within our immediate location and all children will have the opportunity
to visit this in key stage 1 and 2 and take part in workshops to support their scientific learning linked to habitats
and classification.
Computing
Children at Kings Ash Academy develop computing skills essential to life in the digital world and connected global
society as both users and thinkers. Through their primary years they have the opportunity to apply computational
thinking and creativity when using software such as Scratch, Kodu, Google SketchUp and specialist hardware such
as YoTo in the early years, Beet Bots in Key Stage 1, and Blue Bots and Pro Bots.in Key Stage 2.
The school uses the Google Platform and all classes have access to Chromebooks with upper key stage 2 having full
sets in all classes so learning in all subjects can take place digitally either using online programmes and apps or in
a teacher created virtual classroom. This prepares children well for secondary school where the main feeder school
uses the same technology in order to create a seamless transition.

iPads are currently used to support computing delivery in year 2 and 3 with apps to support learning in other
subjects.
Children take part in opportunities locally to develop their computing skills through events such as Lego League.
With children accessing online content at an increasingly younger age, the emphasis on online safety including
cyber bullying is a key feature of the curriculum with online safety taught through the PSHE and computing
curriculums supported by the DfE modules and Project Evolve online safety resources.
Religious Education
At Kings Ash Academy, we follow the Devon and Torbay Agreed syllabus for Religious Education. Some units are
integrated into the Big Ideas where meaningful links can be made and others are taught discretely to ensure full
curriculum coverage. As a school, we recognise the lack of diversity in our local community and see it as a key
responsibility to develop respect and tolerance of other cultures, faiths and beliefs through our curriculum.
The principal aims of the RE curriculum are for children to:
● make sense of a range of religious and non-religious beliefs
● understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs,
● make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs and concepts
Personal, Social, Health Education/Relationships, Sex and Health Education
At Kings Ash Academy, we follow the agreed government guidelines alongside the PSHE Association and local Torbay
syllabus. This provides teachers with a range of resources to create well balanced units that meet the needs of our
local context. Units are often integrated into the Big Ideas to give meaning and purpose to the learning, for instance
linking a relationship unit within a Conflict and Resolution Big Idea.
Relationships and Sex Education units are covered within PSHE and science curriculums supported by The
Christopher Winter Project. Any additional learning is taught through Health and Wellness or discretely. Parents are
consulted and given information about the content of sex education lessons, and offered the opportunity to discuss
any concerns with the RSE lead. Teachers understand the protected characteristics to be covered within lessons.
Mental wellbeing is taught through the curriculum with any children with additional support needs referred to the
Mental Health School Support Team, or CAMHS.
The curriculum is revisited to allow children to develop a firm understanding and knowledge which they can draw
on to show empathy and understanding and also to keep themselves safe. Systems are in place for children to
report concerns about their own safety or wellbeing that may arise through the learning of PSHE. Staff are well
trained in identifying and responding to safeguarding concerns that may arise within the school community.
The school takes part in the NSPCC ‘Speak Out’ programme for schools, First Aid training through the St. John’s
Ambulance online resources, Mini Police Community initiative for years 4 and 5 and visits from the fire service.
Weekly school assemblies take place covering a range of topics linked to the school values, SMSC and British Values.
Visitors from local faith groups are also invited in to lead assemblies with a religious theme.
History
Through our history curriculum, children are encouraged to learn about the past and reflect on the impact historical
events have had on our lives today. They are encouraged to ask questions, consider different viewpoints, and revisit
historical periods from different perspectives. For example, considering the importance of the development of
communities in Bronze Age Britain in year 3, and revisiting the same time period in year 5 with a focus on

technological innovations of the past. This enables children to build a coherent understanding of the history of
Britain and beyond through their primary years.
The curriculum is planned to introduce children to significant individuals in the past with an awareness of the need
to ensure a diverse range of individuals are included in their studies and inspire children to make a difference in the
future.
Geography
Through the study of geography, children are encouraged to learn about their own locality and the people and
places beyond their own experience. By understanding their own environment, children are able to use this to make
comparisons with the physical and human geography in contrasting locations. We recognise that many of our
children have limited experience beyond their local community and therefore ensure they have the opportunity to
visit the range of environments that Devon has to offer including visits to the beach, Dartmoor and the city of Exeter
during their primary years.
Use is made of technology to allow children to access places virtually that they would not otherwise experience.
Art & Design
Children are encouraged to develop and express their ideas creatively developing skills in drawing, painting and
sculpture inspired by the work of great artists. Children are given the opportunity to work with local artists to
understand how they take their inspiration from the world around them and use art to communicate current issues
facing the 21st Century. We encourage children to explore and experiment with different media and textures to
represent their ideas. Art is often used as a way of communicating outcomes from Big Idea units to reach a wider
audience.
Design & Technology
Children are encouraged to explore and create from their earliest days at Kings Ash Academy. In the Reception and
Year 1 class, children have access to a woodwork bench to develop their fine motor control and as an introduction to
the use of tools. As children move through the school they have the opportunity to work with engineers from South
Devon College using Dyson Box resources to develop their understanding of the design and innovation project. Our
Technology and Innovation Big Idea provides the perfect backdrop for children to become the designers and
innovators of the future while developing the skills and knowledge of mechanics, structures, textiles and electrical
systems. Our Health and Wellness Big Idea provides a context for developing food preparation skills with outcomes
such as Year 1 inviting family and friends to a seasonal soup and salad kitchen to share their flavour creations.
Physical Education
Physical Education is taught by a specialist teacher and assistant weekly to all classes from Reception onwards. Our
large school site means we can offer a hard court area, field and hall space for gymnastics, dance and basketball.
Children from year 1 up take part in inter school festivals where participation at all levels is of central importance.
Our football and basketball teams compete in inter school leagues.
Swimming lessons are held at the local leisure centre for children in year 3 and 5 led by specialist swimming
teachers and supported by our own PE team who have completed additional swimming qualifications.
Our PE staff are highly qualified holding additional coaching qualifications in basketball, gymnastics, Tae-Kwon-do,
cricket, cycling, football, hockey & orienteering. External dance teachers provide high quality dance lesson
opportunities.
Year 5 and 6 children are offered Bikeability training through the local provider.

In the Autumn term of year 6, pupils have the opportunity to attend a residential experience on Dartmoor where they
participate in adventure and outdoor education culminating in a team challenge utilising the skills they have learnt.
All children are encouraged to take advantage of a wide and varied extra-curricular programme which aims to
increase participation levels as well as develop performance levels for competitive environments.
Pupils are offered the opportunity to develop their all-round ability by taking on various roles within sport and
physical activity such as official and coach with more able pupils acting as junior coaches at after-school clubs.
The annual Torbay Schools Dance Festival takes place in a professional theatre giving children the opportunity to
experience dancing on a full stage for a large audience.
Music
Children are taught the full range of the music curriculum by a specialist teacher weekly. Children are encouraged
to listen and respond to a wide range of musical styles and eras and to create their own musical performances.
They have access to whole class instrumental tuition learning to play tuned percussion and recorders in Key Stage 1
and recorders, trumpets, guitars, ukuleles, djembe and samba drumming in Key Stage 2.
In addition to class lessons, Key Stage 2 children have a weekly singing assembly with the Head of School where
they learn to sing in simple parts and harmonies and experience recording their voices to share with a wider
audience via the Kings Ash Academy SoundCloud.
Free after school music clubs are offered with a focus on developing skills ready for performances to the school,
parents and the wider community.
The school has strong links with the Torbay and Devon Music hub providing access to training and resources to
enhance music provision. Visits include musicians from Daisi Arts Inspired Learning charity. Charanga resources
are used to support learning in school and continue learning at home.
Each year, children take part in the Torbay Music Festival with the opportunity to perform in a professional theatre
space to the Torbay Community.
Modern Foreign Languages
At Kings Ash Academy, we aim to develop a curiosity of the outside world and other cultures than our own, by
integrating practical MFL communication skills and knowledge of other cultures, within cross-curricular Big Ideas
units. This will ensure any MFL skills being taught have a real purpose, context and possible application.
In EYFS this will be demonstrated in pupils sharing different morning greetings in a range of languages and
celebrating the range of cultures already present in our classroom (e.g. EAL pupils sharing a greeting in their first
language). In Key Stage 1, children will begin to explore specific countries and cultures through their Big Ideas
learning and this will offer the opportunity to learn some basic vocabulary in a range of languages. For example, in
Year 1, children may be exposed to learning how to say hello in languages spoken in the countries within the UK.
As pupils progress through the school, their understanding of how we communicate with others, will enhance their
ability to develop real and practical skills taught in specialist French sessions from Year 3 to Year 6 with Hélène
Jones. This ensures quality provision with a focus on developing a wide range of vocabulary through a progression
of topics (including numbers upto 10, colours, body parts, foundational grammar skills, celebrations of French days
of importance and becoming familiar with traditional French songs and stories.

